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Dear Sirs, 

I am writing to express my opposition to the proposals to remove the ability of 
Scottish universities to govern themselves which is, it seems to me, the none too 
subtle purpose of the legislation being laid before the Parliament in the near future.  

I was educated in maintained schools in Renfrewshire and Lanarkshire before taking 
my degree at the University of St Andrews, and it is the potential to destroy the 
superb academic reputation of St Andrews which motivates me to write now.  

As I understand it, there are several issues which threaten all Scotland's universities 
if this legislation is enacted: the most basic of these is the loss of the current 
autonomy under which the universities, especially but not exclusively, St Andrews, 
thrive. The purpose of enabling legislation is to pave the way for future government 
action: one logical result of the current proposal would be to eliminate the distinctive 
character of our universities and make them all the same, governed by the pen of a 
minister or bureaucrat in Holyrood rather than by those who have the interests of the 
individual university at heart. St Andrews has a worldwide reputation in the Liberal 
Arts, Science and Divinity - this would be endangered by making it a carbon copy of 
whatever whim is dominant in the Parliament at a given moment. Our ancient and 
our modern universities have built up their reputations over time, centuries in the 
case of St Andrews, Edinburgh, Aberdeen and Glasgow: this proposal would put 
them back to square 1. To quote an opponent of FDR's plan to pack the Supreme 
Court in order to get his own way, 'This is more power than a good man should want 
or a bad man should have.' 

Another aspect of the proposal which alarms me is the threat to the position of 
Rector: What is wrong with having the students choose the person who chairs the 
Governing body? Our ancient universities have had many distinguished men and 
women from all walks of life as Rector, whose skill and wisdom have benefitted the 
universities in countless ways for the duration of their term: is it seriously considered 
that some faceless CEO would raise the profile, challenge complacency and uplift 
spirits while having their strings pulled by Edinburgh? I think not. 

In order to preserve and enhance the unique features of Scotland's universities, this 
narrow minded set of ideas needs to be rethought and greater trust placed in the 
best people to run these priceless assets for the benefit of Scotland and the wider 
world. 

Andrew Barker 

 


